Dante’s Inferno Group Project

Objective: To write and perform a one act version of a circle of hell as Dante describes it in Dante’s Inferno. 

Group Members:     



Circle Assigned: ____________________

Step One: Research

As a group you will need to research your circle of hell.  Pay particular attention to details of the setting.  You must create portable props that accurately portray your assigned circle of Dante’s Inferno.  It must be apparent to our audience what sin has been committed and what punishment is being endured in your circle.  

In addition, please research any sinners Dante mentions by name (i.e. Cleopatra). One or more of your group members will need to dress as that character(s) and speak lines as that character(s). 

Your group must also choose at least one more modern sinner to condemn to your assigned circle of hell.  This person MUST no longer be living and MUST have committed the appropriate sin for your circle.  One or more group member will also dress as that character(s) and speak lines as that character(s). 

Each circle must have at least three sinners with speaking parts. 
Step Two: Designing Your Circle
You will have approximately five hours of class time (spread over five days) to create props and decorations to portray your assigned circle as Dante described it. Please include as many details about the setting as possible.  Because we are presenting this as a play, all props and decorations need to be portable.  Your props and decorations will ONLY be on stage during the presentation of your circle.  

If Dante mentions any characters (i.e. Charon), be sure to represent them, too. As a group, please decide what supplies you will need.  I will try to provide as many materials as possible, but you will be responsible for bringing things in, too. I need a supply list and a design plan by the beginning of class on Thursday .

Step Three: Writing Your Script

Please review your notes on terza rima and tercets.  Your script must be a minimum of two tercets written in terza rima.  Your script must tell our visitors who you are and why you are condemned to that particular circle of Hell. When speaking the lines, you should speak AS the character, not about the character.  All scripts must be preapproved by ____________. On visiting day, you must have your script memorized. 

Step Four: Presentation

Our visitors will be here on __________________. It is imperative that you are all prepared.  All props and costumes must be here.  All decorations must be complete.  All lines must be memorized.  This is a live performance and I don’t expect perfection, but you only get one chance to impress your teachers and our audience.   
Special Roles

Since the formatting of our presentation is now a play (as opposed to a walk through), we will need students to play the parts of Dante and Virgil. These roles will be major ones because you will need to write and memorize lines for each of the 11 areas (9 circles, plus the vestibule and the Dark Wood of Error). You will need to collaborate with all groups in order to write your script.  This is a huge undertaking, so you will not be participating in the building of props or decorations.  In fact, we may assign another student to assist you compose your lines.  You will need to memorize all lines and provide your own costume. 

If you are interested in playing one of these roles, please let your teacher know by the end of class on Tuesday. We will be holding auditions during Power U on Wednesday in the parking lot.  
Name: _____________________

Circle: _____________________

Preparation for Dante’s Inferno Walk Through

All scripts must be preapproved 

	Role: 
	

	Sin: 
	

	Costume: 
	

	Script (minimum of six lines in terza rima):
	


      Suggestions: 

       _____________________________________________________________________________

      _____________________________________________________________________________

                                              ____________________________  Approved
Name:____________________

Dante’s Inferno Project Rubric

for Self Assessment

Directions: Please create seven categories of participation in this project on which to score yourself. Then assess your performance in each category according to the 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest) scale.  Please take advantage of the area below the table to explain your assessment of your contributions. 

	My Contributions 
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	Line delivery 
	
	
	
	
	

	  Overall Performance       
	
	
	
	
	






                                                  Total Points: ______(X2)________ 

Explanation:

Dante’s Inferno Project Rubric

	
	      1     
	       2
	       3
	       4
	       5

	Participation (1)
	
	
	
	
	

	Participation (2)
	
	
	
	
	

	Setting
	
	
	
	
	

	Sin
	
	
	
	
	

	Consequence
	
	
	
	
	

	Group effort
	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding of Circle
	
	
	
	
	

	Script
	
	
	
	
	

	Costume
	
	
	
	
	

	Performance
	
	
	
	
	






                                                  Total Points: ______(X2)________ 

